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Principal’s Corner  
     October has been very busy.  Required testing 
has been completed and teachers are working 
collaboratively to implement the Common Core 
curriculum.  The change is a bit of a challenge, but 
our teachers are striving to implement the 
curriculum in a way that is fun and engaging for 
your children.  In addition, we have been 
conducting safety drills and working with the 
authorities to review and refine our practices to 
ensure we have a safe environment for your 
children.  As usual, I am very proud of our faculty 
and staff.  
     The Halloween Parade and our Vanaver 3rd 
Grade Dance Performance are just around the 
corner.  I look forward to seeing you at these and 
our other school events.   
     Thank you again for your support!  
 

Andrew Davenport  
Principal, Marbletown Elementary 

 

3rd Grade Vanaver Dance Performance 
November 7th! 

     The Vanaver Caravan Arts in Education 
Residency has begun for third grade students. Each 
class has been practicing a dance that is tied to 
their study of word cultures.  Third grade students 
will perform the dances in the main gym at 
Rondout Valley High School on the evening of  

Thursday, November 7th. Students should arrive at 
5:45 p.m.   The performance will start at 6:30 p.m.   
Thank you PTA for funding the Vanaver 3rd Grade 
Dance Performance! Please mark your calendars 
and plan to come support our third grade students! 
 

 
Marbletown Halloween Parade 

October 31st at 2:30 p.m. 
     The faculty and staff at Marbletown work very 
hard to help students learn and grow.  We also 
make it fun!  We want Halloween at Marbletown to 
be fun and safe.  To that end, we invite you to join 
us at the Halloween Parade at 2:30 p.m. in the bus 
circle at Marbletown Elementary School!   Please 
read the information below so you can help  make 
it a fun and safe time for all!  

Student Information 
     Student costumes can include masks.  Costumes 
should be age appropriate and not include 
weapons.  In addition, please be sensitive to others 
in choosing a costume so they do not offend.  
Thanks!  

Help Us Make the Halloween Parade Safe 
     The Halloween Parade has grown over the years 
to perhaps the largest event of the year.  At the 
same time, you are aware of the safety concerns 
we have had over the past year.  With that in mind, 
we need your help with the following items: 

 Parking:  Please park away from the bus loop 
because it is the location of the parade.  In 



addition, help ensure that nearby streets have 
enough room for buses to pass through.   

 Class parties:  Some of the classes will have 
parties just prior to the parade.  Parents are 
welcome to the parade, but we ask that the 
class parties be just for the kids.  

 Parent costumes:  Parents who choose to wear 
costumes to the parade, please do not wear 
masks.   

 Student pick up:  If you choose to pick up your 
child after the parade rather than have them go 
home on the bus, please 

o Send in a note the morning of the 
parade indicating that you will pick 
them up.  

o Use the side entrance (on the Route 213 
side of the building by the cafeteria) to 
pick them up. We will need the main 
entrance to dismiss the students to the 
buses.   

 
Kindergarten Art is Back! 

     On October 8th, the Board of Education voted to 
add kindergarten art back into the budget!  
Stephen Protoss, who was a part-time art teacher 
in the district, was approved as a full time 
elementary art teacher on October 22nd.   We 
congratulate Mr. Protoss and look forward to 
having kindergarten art for the remainder of the 
year beginning on Monday, October 28th!  
 

PTA News 
     We want to thank the PTA for all the work its 
members do on behalf of the students at 
Marbletown Elementary.  Your help is truly 
appreciated.   
     Book Fair:  The PTA ran its fall book fair 
September 30th through October 4th and made a lot 
of money that will be used to support enrichment 
programs at the school.   Thank you parents for 
working at the book fair and/or supporting it by 

purchasing books for your children.  It is a 
wonderful way to support our PTA and our children 
while encouraging reading.   A special thanks goes 
out to Paula Shore for spearheading this effort.  
     School Sign:  Some of the PTA parents are going 
to repair the school sign located at the corner of 
Pine Bush Road and Route 213.   
     Field Trips:  On November 6th the PTA Board will 
review field trip requests to determine funding.  
     Next PTA meeting:  The next full PTA meeting is 
November 14th at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria at 
Marbletown Elementary School.  Please come out 
and support our PTA.   

 
Save the Date 

 Tuesday, October 29th:  Kindergarten field trip to 
Saunderskill Farm  

 Thursday, October 31st: Marbletown Elementary 
School Halloween Parade, 2:30 p.m., MES bus loop.  

 Thursday, November 7th: Vanaver Caravan 3rd 
Grade Dance Performance, RV High School 
gymnasium.  Students arrive by 5:45 p.m. 
Performance begins at 6:30 p.m.  

 Friday, November 8th: SNOW DATE for Vanaver;  
End of First Quarter.   

 Monday, November 11th:  Veterans Day – School 
Closed.    

 Thursday, November 14th: PTA meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
Marbletown Cafeteria.   

 Friday, November 15th:  Report cards go home.    

 Wednesday, November 27th: Superintendent 
Conference Day – No School For Students 

 November 28 – December 1st:  Thanksgiving Break 

 

Kindergarten News 
     On October 17th, kindergarten students wore 
capes as part of the “Zero, My Hero Day” activities.   
Students learned about the number zero and its 
superpower.  By itself zero amounts to nothing, but 
it has the power to make other numbers very 
powerful. For example, if you put a zero after the 
number three it turns three into a much bigger 
number, 30.   Learning about the power of zero is 



an important concept and one made fun by our 
kindergarten teachers.  As adults, I am sure we 
would all like to see the superpower at work in the 
form of a few additional zeros at the end of our 
paychecks.   
 

 
Fire Prevention Day 

     Thursday, October 17th was Fire Prevention Day 
at Marbletown Elementary School.   Members of 
the Stone Ridge Fire Department visited classes.  
They demonstrated the equipment the firemen 
(and women) wear.  They also explained to 
students what they should do in the event of a fire 
and what they can do to prevent a fire.   Each class 
then had the opportunity see and learn about the 
fire trucks.  

 
Students in Mrs. Melville’s class learn about the fire engine 

as part of Fire Prevention Day activities.  
 

     Parents, one of the ways you can help support 
our fire prevention efforts is to identify escape 
routes and identify a location away from your 
house where family members can meet in the 
event of a fire.  
     We want to extend our thanks to Chief Paul 
Bogart and the members of the Stone Ridge Fire 
Department for providing this important service to 
our students!  
 
 

Evacuation Drill 
On October 21st, Marbletown conducted an 
evacuation drill.  The drill began with a regular fire 
drill.  Once outside classes were directed to 
proceed with one of our evacuation plans.   All 
members of school community walked to an off-
site location and were loaded onto busses.  In the 
event of a real emergency, the busses would take 
students to a determined location (e.g. the high 
school) from which parents could pick up their 
students.   

 
Marbletown students and staff conduct our mandated 
evacuation drill with the assistance of local authorities. 

 

     The entire drill took about less than 45 minutes.   
Our students, faculty and staff did an outstanding 
job!  The feedback received regarding the way we 
conducted the drill was extremely positive.  We 
want to thank Deputy Omar, the state police, the 
Sheriff’s Department and the Stone Ridge Fire 
Department for helping to plan and implement the 
drill.    
  

 

From the Desk of Nurse Margie 
     Fall is the time when children go out and play in 
the leaves.  We want to encourage students to 
spend time outdoors enjoying fall, but please 
remember to do a thorough check for ticks.  Here 
are some tips.  
How to remover a tick:   

 Remove ticks as soon as possible to reduce risk 
of getting infected with Lyme disease or other 
tick-borne illnesses.  



 Using tweezers, grasp the tick near the mouth 
parts, as close to the skin as possible.  

 Pull tick in a steady, upward motion away from 
skin.  

 DO NOT use kerosene, matches, or petroleum 
jelly to remove a tick.  

 Disinfect site with soap and water, rubbing 
alcohol or hydrogen peroxide.  

 Record date and location of tick bite.  If a rash 
or flu-like symptoms appear, contact your 
health care provider immediately. 

     The Ulster County Department of Health 
provides tick species and tick-borne illness 
education.   You can learn more by visiting their 
web site at www.UlsterCountyNY.gov/health.  
 

PBIS at Marbletown 
     PBIS stands for Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports. The Rondout Valley School District is 
committed to developing and sustaining the PBIS 
program in all our schools so that we have a 
common approach and common dialogue about 
school climate and expected student behavior. Last 
year implementation of PBIS began at Marbletown.  
This year we created a team to spearhead our 
efforts.   The PBIS Team includes Andrew 
Davenport, Maryanne Gates, Jennifer Husta, Brian 
Kotsol, Carol O’Connell, Kristie Pattison, and Tim 
Whalen.   
     The underlying theme of PBIS is teaching 
behavioral expectations in the same manner as any 
core curricular subject. PBIS focuses on behavioral 
expectations that are positively stated and easy to 
remember. Rather than telling students what not 
to do, we focus on the preferred behaviors.  
     At Marbletown, our general expectation is that 
students  

Be Respectful 
Be Responsible 

Be Safe 
     Our faculty and PBIS team are working together 
to clearly define what it means to be respectful, 
responsible, and safe in each of our common areas.   
This year we will largely focus on hallway and bus 
behavior.  We will also talk about proper voice 
levels for hallways, buses and the cafeteria.  The 
voice level terminology we will use is as follows: 
 

Voice Levels 
Zero:  Silence 

Level 1:   Whisper 
Level 2:   Speaking/Conversational 

Level 3:   Outside 
 

     In November, we will kick off the PBIS campaign 
with an assembly for students.   We will also 
implement processes to recognize students for 
their positive contributions to our school 
community.   
     A positive school climate is vital for learning and 
your support is essential for our success.  You can 
help us by using the voice level terminology at 
home and by reminding your children to be 
respectful, responsible, and safe.   
 

 
Box Tops, Labels, and Ink Cartridges  

for Education 
Did you know? 
     You can support our school/PTA by saving box 
tops, labels for education, ink cartridges and cell 
phones.  Simply cut the box top or labels for 
education off the package prior to recycling and 
send them to school.  You can check the following 
web sites for a complete list of available products 
www.boxtops4education.com and www.labelsfore
duation.com.  In addition to product labels, you can 
send in your old cell phones, working or non-
working **NO CHARGERS PLEASE** and ink jet or 
laser print cartridges.  *** We ask that you place 
ink cartridges in a plastic bag to prevent 
leaking.**  These items are recycled for funds for 
our school.  Family and friends in the community 
are also welcome to drop these items at the Key 
Bank in Stone Ridge and the Stone Ridge Town 
Clerk’s office. 
 

 
Marbletown Elementary School 

Home of the “Little Ganders” 

http://www.ulstercountyny.gov/health
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.labelsforeduation.com/
http://www.labelsforeduation.com/
http://www.rondout.k12.ny.us/

